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JEFF ELKS CLUB 

JULY 6TH 

MAX MERCER, SUPERINTENDENT 

 

Max Mercer is the Golf Course 

Superintendent at 

Jeffersonville  Elks Golf Club in 

Jeffersonville  Indiana.  Max 

graduated from Indiana 

University Southeast with a 

General Studies degree.  Max is a 

past president of  KIGCSA  and is 

currently  serving his  third 

term  on the board.   Max has also 

been the chapter d elegate for 

MRTF.   Max has been involved 

in many projects in 

his  seventeen years at the Elks 

including, a bermudagrass 

fairway conversion, bunker 

renovations  as well  as building 

over forty tees.   Max  has been 

married for seven years to 

Tonya and has three kids Moran 

(16 years old); Allison (6 years 

old) and Nathan  just turned 
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four.   The family enjoys boating 

at Taylorsville  Lake and playing 

golf in the Mercer outings at the 

Elks.   To get away from the 

area Max enjoys helping his two 

brothers with the family õs two 

thousand acre farm which is 

located west of Indy.  

 

10 Q UESTIO NS WITH  m ax :  

1) Name 3 things in your utility vehicle that you never leave the shop without?  

Soil Probe, radio and water key/nozzle 

2) Do you bleed Kentucky blue, Cardinal red, or something else?  

 Love college basketball and the underdog 

3) LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΚ  

I would like to help run the family farm  

4) Worst job you ever had if other than the one you have now? 

 Bailing wet alfalfa hay 

5) If you could pick 3 people, dead or alive, to play golf with, whom would they be?                                      

Dick Vitale, Michael Jordan and Tiger Woods 

6) If you were President of the United States, what is the first thing you would do? 

 Hey if the USA is a bad place I say kick out all the foreign people.  We are educating the world 

so they can talk trash about us.  The hell with them!  Get out of or country and all of our 

cƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘ ƛǘΣ ǘŀƪŜ hǇǊŀƘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ. 

7) ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇΚ 

 18 but trending lower 

8) Why did you get in the golf business?  

I needed a summer job in college 

9) Who has influenced you the most in your career? 

My dad gave me my work ethic and Mark Wilson inspired my future. 

10) What is your favorite golf course?  

 Valhalla, Pebble Beach and any course in Ireland. 
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RECAP: JUNE MEETING @ CHARIOT RUN 
Dr. Lee Miller presented his thesis research regarding fairy ring management at the June 
meeting held at Chariot Run GC.   This is a summary of his current recommendation for using 
preventive applications of the DMI fungicides for fairy ring control on putting greens 
 

Preventive Fungicide Applications for Fairy Ring Control on Putting Greens 

Dr. Lee Miller, University of Missouri 

.   

¶ Two low-rate applications are necessary for the longest residual control.  
Triadimefon (Bayleton®), triticonazole (Trinity® or Triton®), tebuconazole (Torque®), 
metconazole (Tourney®), and myclobutanil (Eagle®) have showed satisfactory fairy 
ring control when applied in this outlined preventive strategy.     
 

¶ The first application should be made in the spring when 5-day average daily soil 

temperatures taken at 2 inches are 55 ς 60 F̄.  In sandy soils, 5-day average air 
temperature can also be an adequate measure.  According to past weather history, 
this range should occur in Louisville, KY in early to mid April.    

 

¶ The second application should be made 28 days later. 
 

¶ Applications should be made in 2 gallons H20/1000 ft2. 
 

¶ Applications should be watered in with ȧ to ¼ inch of irrigation.  If feasible, 
irrigation should be applied immediately.  At the latest, irrigation should occur that 
night.  Preventive applications that are not watered-in have resulted in 
unsatisfactory control. 

 

¶ Tank-mixing of wetting agents (i.e. Revolution®) with these preventive DMI 
applications has resulted in a slight decrease in fungicide efficacy.  Wetting agents 
should still be applied according to regular scheduling, preferably two weeks apart 
from the fungicide applications.  Wetting agents should still be applied with the 
curative fungicides flutolanil, pyraclostrobin, or azoxystrobin to ensure penetration 
into the thatch. 

 

For any questions regarding fairy ring control, Dr. Miller can be contacted at 

turfpath@missouri.edu.    

 

 

mailto:turfpath@missouri.edu
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FROM THE EDITOR: David Beanblossom 

 

As summer has hit us like a hammer between the eyes, I want to share 

a story with everyone that will help put life in perspective. On Memorial 

Day weekend I had the privilege of hearing a high school friend of mine 

preach at a local church. He is an Army Chaplain in with the 101st 

Airborne. He has served 2 tours in Iraq and 1 in Afghanistan. During his 

last mission in Afghanistan he lost 3 of his team members. He showed a 

video of the Ramp Ceremony, this is where the caskets are offloaded 

from a Humvee and into a transport plane to bring home. It was 

months later for him but he was unable to watch it, he had to walk to 

ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ άIL{ D¦¸{έΦ His wife narrated the 

video and told us a little about each soldiersΩ life. It really put a personal 

touch to something and someone that I had never met.  

Why am I writing this you may ask?  I am sharing this story with you to 

remind each of us the price being paid for our freedom. We all are 

putting in long hours in what is a blistering hot summer, talking about 

how rough ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

Řŀȅ ƛƴ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎƻƻŘέ ǘƻ 

say the least.  

So as we are entering July and August and celebrate the 4th of July, I 

challenge each and every one of us to ά/h¦b¢ h¦w .[9{{LbD{έ ŀƴŘ 

remember that no matter how bad of a day you could be having, there 

ŀǊŜ млллΩǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŦŜ Řƻǿƴ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

ōŜ άOne Nation, Under God, Indivisible with Liberty and JǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭέ 
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CHARLIE VETTIN ER GOLF COURSE 

AUGUST 10 

KIRK DOLAN , SUPERINTENDENT 

 

Kirk Dolan graduated from WKU in 2002. He interned at the 

Broadmoor East Course and Augusta National. He started his career 

as Second Assistant at TPC @ The Woodlands. He then spent time at 

Cypresswood Golf Club and Del Mar National as the Assistant 

Superintendent. In 2005 he took over as the Superintendent at 

Charlie Vettiner Golf Course in Louisville, KY. Kirk spends his time 

away from the course with his wife Kimberly and son William. His 

hobbies include golf, basketball and home repairs/honey do list. 
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10 QUESTIONS WITH KIRK DOLAN: 

1) Name 3 things in your utility vehicle that you never leave the shop without? 
 My trusty Leatherman, Notepad, and Flag Key. 

2) Do you bleed Kentucky blue, Cardinal red, or something else?                                     
Defiantly Cardinal and Hilltopper Red.   
  

3) LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΚ                                           

Either flipping houses or a Volcanologist.  
 

4) Worst job you ever had if other than the one you have now?                                   
Telemarketer at Sears Repair Service. 
 

5) If you could pick 3 people, dead or alive, to play golf with, whom would they be?  
My father, Bobbie Jones, and Chris Farley.  

6) If you were President of the United States, what is the first thing you would do?                                                                                         
Since I work for a government entity, I would say breakdown each division and make 
theƳ Ǌǳƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΧΦŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǎǇǊŀȅŀōƭŜ ƳŜǊŎǳǊȅΦ όbŜǾŜǊ ǎǇǊŀȅŜŘ ƛǘΣ 
ōǳǘ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭΦέ  
 

7) ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇΚ                                                                                                                
Was a нΦм ǳƴǘƛƭ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ тΦ 

 

8) Why did you get in the golf business?                                                                                     
!ƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ be a 
pro, and then fell in love with this profession.  

 

9) Who has influenced you the most in your career?                                                                   
Freddie Dickman, CGCS at The Broadmoor. For his work ethic and attention to detail. 
Also, Jeff Wilson at Battlefield Golf Club. Imagine working for The Big Lebowski! That is 
Jeff! He probably taught me the most in my career, he pretty much handed me a golf 
course 8 months out of college and let me run it the way I wanted.  
 

10) What is your favorite golf course?                                                                                                 
IŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ƻƴŜΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘǿƻ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘŀ 
National and Torrey Pines (South Course.) 
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KGCSA 10th Annual Fundraiser 

Harmony Landing CC 

The 10th annual KGCSA Fundraiser was a huge success this year.  The KGCSA would 

like to thank once again our Platinum sponsors for their support.  LTS, Quali-pro, 

Syngenta and Reynolds John Deere Golf aided in the huge success of the tournament 

this year.  A special thanks goes out to the team at Harmony Landing CC for opening 

their doors.  Mike Thomas and Jay Charnes provided an exceptional service and 

product for our group.   

 
Do to the large support from all our sponsors we were able to raise almost $14,000 
dollars.  The focus of the fundraiser targets two specific goals.  First, half of all proceeds 
will be deposited into our endowment fund, established ten years ago.  The endowment 
fund benefits our association directly.  Scholarships, specific research and positioning 
KGCSA as the authority of golf course management in this region are only a few of the 
concepts established.  Second, we want to give back to the two great states we 
comprise of to ensure sustainability and longevity within the turfgrass management 
professions.  The KTC and the MRTF continue to receive support through this 
tournament and we look forward to assisting these great associations long into the 
future. 
 
We cannot forget the competitive nature of this event and must congratulate the winning 
teams in both divisions.  The club division has long awaited the return of Audubon 
Country Club back into the spotlight.  John Ballard, Fred Stebbins, Dan Brown and JC 
Vanagas took home the title with a ridiculous 54.  In the vendor division the Knoxx 
Fertilizer team of Craig Filly, Jim Earnst, Josh Earnst, and Barry Griffin took home the 
title.  Closest to the pin competitions were won by Rick ñUncle Smileyò and Garth 
Kovenor.  Longest putt was made by Mike Montague. 
 
Thanks to all who participated this year and a special thanks to the efforts of the 
KGCSA board who continue to support this event and make it a success year after year.     
 
Respectfully 
 
Roger Meier 
KGCSA Fundraiser Chairman 
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FUNDRAISER PICTURES-HARMONY LANDING 

 

 

 

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly (you figure it out)! 
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2010 MEETING SCHEDULE 

July 6th: Jeff Elks Club 

August 10th: Charlie Vettiner GC 

September 13th: Midland Trail GC 

  Guest speaker: Dr. Clarke, Rutgers University 

October 12th: Oxmoor Country Club 

  Annual Tournament and Elections 

November 16th: Louisville Country Club 

  !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

Midwest Regional Turf Foundation 2010-11 Calendar of Events 

July 20, 2010: Turf Field Day, West Lafayette 

September 8, 2010: MRTF Golf Day, Indianapolis ς Brickyard Crossing 

November 8-10 2010: Turf & Ornamental Seminar, West Lafayette 

December2010:  Basic Training: Turf Management, Various Locations across Indiana 

January18-20, 2011: Indiana Green Expo, Indianapolis  

Participation Incentive Program 

The 2010 KGCSA Board of Directors is pleased to announce the implementation of 
a participation incentive program geared to increase membership and 
participation in Association events throughout the year. The program consists of 
separate divisions for Superintendents/Assistants and Vendors. Members will 
receive 1 entry for each Association event attended. At the Annual Meeting at 
Oxmoor CC in October a drawing will be held for each division. The prize for the 
Superintendent/Assistant division will be a $500 GCSAA gift certificate. The prize 
for the Vendor division will be free advertising for 1 year on the KGCSA website. 



KENTUCKIANA KLIPPINGS 

JULY NEWSLETTER 

 

FEATURED PLATINUM SPONSOR: SYNGENTA  

 

Jim Ellis and Syngenta THANK YOU, the members of the Kentuckiana Golf Course 

Superintendents Association, for your support! 

We utilize revenue generated by your purchases to support the Golf Course Industry 

throughout Kentucky, Indiana and beyond. We are proud to work with GCSAA, your local 

association, regional universities, RISE, FRAC and other institutions as well as you individually 

in furthering ongoing efforts for the future.  

The research and development within Syngenta, also funded by the revenue from product 

sales, will advance improved methods to help solve your current and future agronomic 

problems. Although introduction of new solutions are very difficult in our modern era, we 

have several exciting new prospective products being researched at this time. 

 I hope you recognize our past KGCSA involvement, our current Platinum Sponsorship in 

addition to our overall Green Industry support aǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ȅƴƎŜƴǘŀΩǎ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ 

commitment to those who choose to utilize the premium products and services offered. 

I look forward to the opportunity to work together in the future! 


