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2010 FUNDRAISER 

HARMONY LANDING COUNTRY CLUB 
May 24, 2010 

JAY CHARNES, HOST SUPERINTENDENT 
This ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Fundraiser will be held at Harmony Landing CC in Goshen, KY. The 
KGCSA would like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Thomas, Jay Charnes and 
the entire staff for opening up their venue for the 10th edition of the Fund Raiser.  

IŀǊƳƻƴȅ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊ тмΣ му-hole golf course was designed by 
George Davies in 1929. The course is well manicured, and the creeping bentgrass 
greens, perennial ryegrass fairways, and zoysia grass tees are in great condition 
throughout the year. 

This year the KGCSA introduced a new Platinum sponsorship level. The Platinum 
Level includes tee prizes at the Fundraiser, recognition at all our monthly events, 
web advertising and ensures continued success of the Association Endowment 
Fund. 
Lee Turf Supply, Syngenta, Quali-Pro and Reynolds Turf Equipment/ John Deere 
Golf have all stepped up and become Platinum Sponsors. Their support for the 
Association, Fund Raiser and all area Superintendents is truly spectacular and 
appreciated given ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ tough economic times.   
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SUPERINTENDENTS SPOTLIGHT: JAY CHARNES 

Jay Charnes is the host Superintendent of the 2010 Fundraiser at Harmony Landing. Jay is from 
French Lick, IN, attended the same high school as Larry Bird. He received his Turf Degree from 
Eastern Kentucky University and started his work career as an Intern and Assistant at Louisville 
CCΦ WŀȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƨƻō ŀǘ ŀ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ IǳƴǘƛƴƎ /ǊŜŜƪ //Φ CǊƻƳ 1989 ς 1994 he spent time 
at HFH Inc Glenmary Oxmoor, Glenoak. He then spent 2 years at Wildwood CC before taking his 
current position at Harmony Landing in 1995. Jay has been married to his wife Mary for 33 
years. They have 3 daughters and 4 grand children. 

 10 QUESTIONS WITH JAY: 
 

1) Name 3 things in your utility vehicle that you never leave the shop without? 
Cup of coffee or water, and then I return to get what I may have forgotten like, soil probe, putter, 
camera, radio or raincoat if it is raining. 

2) Do you bleed Kentucky blue, Cardinal Red or something else? Ouch, I am a Hoosier from back in the 
day whenééééé 

3) If you werenôt in the golf business what would you be doing? 
Livin under a bridge somewhere, or at Eddyville. 

4) Worst job you ever had if other than the one you have now? 
Letôs just say one of my positions helped me learn a lot about myself and the world in general. 

5) If you could pick 3 people, dead or alive, to play golf with whom would they be? 
Will Rogers, Larry Bird, Bobby Knight, and if I could be the caddy, add in the guy I saw on 60 minutes 
a few weeks ago who became wealthy in his business life and now has retired and owns orphanages 
in third world countries like Haiti, Africa and so on. 

6) If you were President of the United States, what is the first thing you would do? 
Buy a bulletproof vest and in my acceptance speech resign!!!!! 

7) What is your handicap? 
Eyesight, left elbow pain, fatigue, those whom inhibit me doing what is best and right for the course 
usually sighting ñpushbackò as the reason for not doing soééé.I hate this political correct bs that 
has exploded and oozes like a nastily, slimy, mucus film into every aspect of our 
existenceé.sometimes you gotta do what is right because it is right and that is reason 
enoughé.donôt get me started. 

8) Why did you get in the golf business? 
My dad, encouraged all of us, 4 brothers, with a loving tender hand to get out of the house and go to 
the golf course and hustle and make some money. I started working on the Donald Ross Course at 
French Lick just before my 14

th
 birthday, prior to that I caddied, shagged balls and did whatever 

around the Clubhouse to make a buck or two. I figured I knew how to cut grass pretty good so I gave 
it a go as a career. Most kids who teach swimming lessons and lifeguard or cut grass grow up and do 
something else. I was a very slow developer, late bloomer, and still cutting grass.  

9) If you won the Lottery, what is the first thing you would do? 
Well, I have always told the guys around here when we chip in and buy lottery tickets that I just want 
enough from my share to buy Mrs. Charnes a really nice new car and stuff 100 k in my pocket. So 
150k would do me fine, they can have the rest. If I had to take my share of a few million, say 10, I 
would try to go broke in 10 years by giving it away, save my original 150k. Once when I had a few 
bucks in my pocket I really didnôt like myself too much, the good Lord knows it is best for me not to 
have wealth, so I have learned to cooperate. 

10) What is your favorite golf course? 
Still partial to the Ross Course in French Lick, we always called it the ñHill Courseò. I havenôt got out 
and about much considering other courses so probably from nostalgia and naivety, lack of exposure, I 

am fond of itééit is a great course. 
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BLUEGRASS GROUP TAKES CUP 

 

The Fifth Annual Powell Cup is in the books and the 

Bluegrass Team brought their A-Game. The margin of 

victory was 3 points, 19.5 to 16.5. Team KGCSA put 

up a mighty effort to defend the Cup with sweeps by 

teams Roger Meier/Mark Wilson and John 

Ballard/Ben Hutton, but the Bluegrass bunch 

prevailed and Mike Harrell accepted the trophy for 

the dark side. 

One thing was for certain, Hurstbourne CC was 

awesome. Walter, Josh and the entire staff gets a big 

ά¢ƘǳƳōǎ ǳǇέ for what was a simply perfect day. The weather was perfect, greens 

were fast, rough was up and the food was great. The only thing that would have 

made the day any better would have been a victory for the home team. 

   

                             Mark Wilson             Roger Meier or a Tour Pro? 

Photos courtesy of Mike Coy Professional Photography
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE: AARON DISSELKAMP, CGCS 

The Mini-pesticide conference put together and hosted by Bob Rogers at 

.ƛƎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƭǳō ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

lineup of association events.  As usual the weather broke nicely for the day of the 

mini-pesticide conference but the turnout was excellent despite the good 

ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎΩ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

we had an insightful and entertaining presentation on the state of our industry 

from Pat Jones. Spring weather has certainly come on early this year to the point 

that I thought we had skipped on to summer. This has at least it has brought on 

some great golf weather and there are certainly many good golf days ahead of us 

ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

association events.  The next event will be the fundraiser hosted by Jay Charnes at 

Harmony Landing Country Club on May 24th and after that we have an 

educational event at Chariot Run Golf Course on Fairy Ring research hosted by 

Roger Meier on June 14th. Remember that each event that you attend will give 

you another chance in the Participation Improvement Program (PIP) drawing at 

the annual meeting. Be sure to visit the website for additional information on 

your association and to sign up for meetings. I look forward to seeing you all this 

year and hope you have a great season. 

Participation Incentive Program 

The 2010 KGCSA Board of Directors is pleased to announce the implementation of 
a participation incentive program geared to increase membership and 
participation in Association events throughout the year. The program consists of 
separate divisions for Superintendents/Assistants and Vendors. Members will 
receive 1 entry for each Association event attended. At the Annual Meeting at 
Oxmoor CC in October a drawing will be held for each division. The prize for the 
Superintendent/Assistant division will be a $500 GCSAA gift certificate. The prize 
for the Vendor division will be free advertising for 1 year on the KGCSA website. 
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March 9th, 2010 MINI-PESTICIDE CONFERENCE- BIG SPRING CC 

Bob Rogers, thank you for putting together 

another great program for the KGCSA Mini 

Pesticide Conference. The morning was 

filled with updates from Magee Poole of 

BASF, Jim Ellis of Syngenta and Scott Waltz 

of Bayer. All three gentlemen emphasized 

the point that their respective products 

ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭōƻȄέ ŦƻǊ 

Turf Managers to use in order to provide 

the best possible playing conditions for 

golfers. Scott Waltz also introduced Nikki 

Hendrickson as his replacement for the 

Kentuckiana region. Nikki will do a great job 

for Bayer as Scott is moving on to bigger 

and better things with Bayer. 

There was also an update on the Emerald 

Ash Borer by Andrea Hanlon and a 

Landscape Planning and Selection 

presentation by Andy Smart of Plant 

Kingdom. The day ended with a State of the 

LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǘŀƭƪ ōȅ tŀǘ WƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 

there then you just άaL{{95 L¢έ 

Pat hit the nail on the head. His insight on 

golf was backed up by facts and figures of 

his research. As he stated, the fact that golf 

has had zero growth for the last 10 years 

may not be as bad as it sounds when you 

look at what has gone on in the world 

around us. He also said about 350 courses 

have closed and that there probably needs 

to be another 1,000 close their doors and 

go away.  

The most interesting part in my opinion was 

Ƙƛǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ άwŜƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎέΦ CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴƛŎƘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ 

environment may mean creating leagues, 

family outings and programs to capture 

more of the 5 billion plus rounds of golf 

played annually in the US. As time becomes 

the most valuable commodity for people, 

the golf courses that are the most creative 

and intuitive in attracting golfers to spend 

their spare time at their course will 

translate in the needed upswing of play at 

that particular course to sustain and profit 

ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ tŀǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ƛǎ 

one that every person in the golf business 

would benefit from. General Managers and 

DǊŜŜƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ DƻƭŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ 

would realize thŀǘ ƎƻƭŦŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ 

because the BLT at their snack bar is the 

best in the area. Golfers are playing their 

course, spending their discretionary 

income, because the Golf Course 

Superintendent is meeting and exceeding 

their expectations with course conditioning. 

It is then up to them to figure out how to 

market their course and capture their part 

of the 5 billion rounds played in the US in 

2010. 
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             The Mayonnaise Jar and 2 Cups of Coffee  

 
When things in your life seem almost too much to handle, when 24 hours in a day are 

not enough, remember the mayonnaise jar and the 2 cups of coffee. 

  

 A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in front of him. 

When the class began, he wordlessly picked up a very large and empty mayonnaise jar 

and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He then asked the students if the jar was full. 

They agreed that it was. 

 The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He shook 

the jar lightly. The pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf balls. He then 

asked the students again if the was jar was full. They agreed it was. 

 The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course, the 

sand filled up everything else. He asked once more if the jar was full. The students 

responded with a unanimous "Yes." 

 The professor then produced two cups of coffee from under the table and poured the 

entire contents into the jar effectively filling the empty space between the sand. The 

students laughed. 

"Now," said the professor as the laughter subsided, "I want you to recognize that this jar 

represents your life. The golf balls are the important things--- God, your family, your 

children, your health, your friends, and your favorite passions--- and if everything else 

was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full. 

The pebbles are the other things that matter-- your job, your house, and your car.  

The sand is everything else--- the small stuff. "If you put the sand 

 into the jar first," he continued, "there is no room for the pebbles or the golf balls. The 

same goes for life. If you spend all your time and energy on the small stuff you will 

never have room for the things that are important to you. 

 "Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. 

 Play with your children. Take time to get medical checkups. Take your spouse out to 

dinner. Play another 18. Take that trip.  There will always be time to clean the house 

and fix the disposal. Take care of the golf balls first---the things that really matter. Set 

your priorities. The rest is just sand."   

 One of the students raised her hand and inquired what the coffee represented.  

The professor smiled. "I'm glad you asked.   It just goes to show you that no matter how 

full your life may seem, there's always room for a couple of cups of  coffee with a 

friend." 
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2010 MEETING SCHEDULE 

May 24th: Harmony Landing GC 

  Annual Fundraiser Golf Tournament 

June 14th: Chariot Run GC,  

 Guest speaker: Dr. Lee Miller, NC State 

  Topic: Fairy Ring Research 

July 6th: Jeff Elks Club 

August 10th: Charlie Vettiner GC 

September 13th: Midland Trail GC 

  Guest speaker: Dr. Clarke, Rutgers University 

October 12th: Oxmoor Country Club 

  Annual Tournament and Elections 

November 16th: Louisville Country Club 

  !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

Midwest Regional Turf Foundation 2010-11 Calendar of Events 

June 1, 2010: Membership Renewal 

July 20, 2010: Turf Field Day, West Lafayette 

September 8, 2010: MRTF Golf Day, Indianapolis ς Brickyard Crossing 

November 8-10 2010: Turf & Ornamental Seminar, West Lafayette 

December2010:  Basic Training: Turf Management, Various Locations across Indiana 

January18-20, 2011: Indiana Green Expo, Indianapolis 
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   KTC Short Course                 

Hits on all Cylinders 

Another successful KTC Short Course has passed 

and the only question I have for you is did you 

make the most of it?  Too often we get into 

ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άōŜŜƴ 

ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘέ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ нлмл ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 

of this education opportunity had everything a 

turf manager could ask for.  Whether you work 

on a golf course, sports field or in lawn care, 

there was something for you.  Dr. Powell, with 

the aid of the Jefferson County Extension 

agency and the KTC Board of Directors, 

provided great opportunities to network and 

learn.  The Golf Course Management session 

had some quality discussions.  Mike Harrell gave 

some unique insight to developing cultivars for 

NTEP, Bret Fleck and Russ Apple took us 

through how the new Pete Dye course at 

French Lick was built, the Docs from UK 

provided the traditional information on insects 

and diseases and there was an entire afternoon 

devoted to becoming better stewards of our 

environment.  How to become Audubon 

certified and the positive impacts it can have 

was shared by a host of outstanding 

Superintendents.  The two days of seminars 

provided both state pesticide credits as well as 

GCSAA credits at a fraction of the cost.  In 

addition, the Trade Show just across the hall 

afforded you the opportunity to network with 

vendors and make plans for the upcoming 

season.  Hats off to Brad Nevitt for assembling 

such a strong turnout.  So the question remains, 

did you make the most of it?  Did you utilize this 

opportunity to gain knowledge, network with 

piers and talk with vendors about upcoming 

ƴŜŜŘǎΚ  hǊ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

there, done that and it has nothing to offer 

me.έΚ  L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ 

the credits, if you open your mind you would 

find a lot more.  Life is about what you do to 

make it better, not what someone else is 

supposed to do for you.   

Submitted by  John G. Ballard 

Indiana State Chemist 

rejects fertilizer Ban 

{ǘŜǳōŜƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ŦŀǊ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ 

corner passed an ordinance in July 2007 to ban 

fertilizers containing Phosphorus with 

exemptions for farmers and new lawns. County 

commissioners had hoped their ordinance 

banning such fertilizers would help improve the 

ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƎƭŀŎƛŀƭ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

their manmade counterparts. The 

commissioners later learned that only the State 

Chemist can regulate the storage and use of 

fertilizers in Indiana. The State Chemist, Robert 

Waltz, said his office accepted the science 

showing that fertilizers with phosphorous can 

cause algae blooms in water, but he found that 

ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎέ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ 

the waiver. Waltz also found that the county 

failed to show that banning the targeted 

ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛȊŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƭŀƪŜǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊ 

quality and that it had no plan to enforce the 

law. If the ban would have been approved, it 

would have set a precedent, opening the door 

for other counties to follow with their own 

laws. 
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PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS 

George William Littrell  

 
BROWNSVILLE - LITTRELL, 

GEORGE WILLIAM, 85, of 

Chalybeate, KY, died Monday, 

February 15, 2010 at Hospice 

of Southern Kentucky 

Hospice Center in Bowling 

Green.  

 

The Edmonson County native was a 

retired golf course superintendent, a 

landscaper for Internati onal Paper, a 

life member of Kentuckiana Golf 

Course Superintendent Association of 

America, a member of Pine Grove 

United Baptist Church and was an 

Army veteran of World War II. He was 

a son of the late Lacy Dowl Littrell and 

Marie Glass Littrell and was a lso 

preceded in death by a daughter, Maria 

Gail Littrell and two brothers, Otis and 

Frank Littrell. Surviving are three 

sons, Bobby Littrell, of Louisville, Tony 

Littrell of Bedford and David Littrell of 

Mt. Washington; three daughters, Carol 

Lord and Jenny Powell, both of 

Louisville, and Sheila Sanders, of St. 

Louis; four sisters, Mary Francis 

Lindsey, and Juanita Ennis, both of 

Pine Grove, Millie Sneed of Bowling 

Green and Amy Jones of Bremen; 30+ 

grandchildren; 30 great -

grandchildren; and five great -

grandchildren.   

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Oxmoor Country Club-Renovation The renovation is being done by Louis Miller at Golf Development.  

We are constructing a new practice facility featuring a one acre tee surface with 'Patriot Bermuda along with 
five Penncross target greens and a Pennway fairway down the middle of the range.  The practice green will be A1-
A4 and doubled in size and will also have a chipping green with two bunkers.  We are also changing #1 by shifting 
the tees, fairway, and adding bunkers.  

               Number 1-view from the tee                    Bandit checking out the new putting green 

 


